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Recent BIESPA actions:

7/19 – Co-Presidents conversed for 2 hours about union business

7/27  --  The Co-Presidents met with the “Organizing for Power” team (Cathi Holliday, Carrie Shipp and Stacie Boyd) to discuss what to include in the next Living Wage grant application.
7/29 – The Co-Presidents spent hours preparing and submitting the Living Wage Grant proposal.
7/30 – Co-Pres. Mike McCloud sent e-mail to BISD Superintendent, Faith Chapel and Bainbridge Schools Foundation President,Vicki Marsing with photos of the July 4th parade attached.  Good PR for BIESPA! Vicky thanked us for sending the photos and said she would be able to use them for the BSF.  For a sample, go to the photo gallery on our website:  biespa.weebly.com/photo-gallery.html
8/1 & 8/2 – At no cost to BIESPA,  Stacie Boyd and Cathi Holliday, attended a 2-day training on grievances provided by WEA’s Summer U. program in Edmonds.

8/2 – Co-Pres. Mike McCloud met briefly with Cami Dombkowski to discuss the RIF / recall process.

8/8 & 8/9 – At no cost to BIESPA,  Lydia Scheiber, Mike McCloud and Cathi Holliday attended a 2-day training with WEA-Olympic Council – topics included the need to organize our members to prevent Washington State from becoming the next Wisconsin (where collective bargaining rights have been severely curtailed).

8/24 – BIESPA helped provide support and advice for a member facing an investigatory meeting.

8/26 – many BIESPA members attended the “Right Response” training on dealing with difficult student behaviors.  This training was partially funded by the Professional Development Fund.

8/28 – The BIESPA Exec. Board met for 4 hours – topics included the budget and BIESPA’s deepening financial crisis, drawing up a timeline for the upcoming bargaining process, the progress of the recent RIF / Recall process, and setting the calendar for 2011-2012.

9/5 – Co-Pres. Mike McCloud participated in round-robin interviews of candidates for appointment to the 23rd district State Legislator position, recently vacated when Christine Rolfes moved up to the state senate.

9/13 – At no cost to BIESPA,  Co-Pres. Lydia attended the WEA Living Wage Steering Committee meeting in Federal Way to evaluate Living Wage grant applications.  Mary Lindquist, Pres. Of WEA, appointed Lydia to this committee in 2010.

9/13 – The first Bldg. Rep. Council meeting of the school year was held with attendance from every building and work group in the district! (see a photo of the group in the gallery section of our website) – topics included the problem of rising medical insurance premiums, the BIESPA budget, the calendar of meetings and events (see the calendar page on our website) and trainings on both conducting one-on-one member interviews and how to handle tough situations.  WEA Olympic President Daphne Davies and WEA Olympic Uniserv Rep., Cristi McCorkle did role-playing on difficult scenarios.

9/14 – Cathi Holliday and Mike McCloud staffed a table at the BISD Benefits Fair in the Ordway gym.  Many BIESPA members stopped by to discuss priorities in the upcoming bargaining process.

9/16 – An exec met with a Bldg. Rep. to discuss a number of issues facing their location

9/17 – A link to the NEA Benefits page was added to our BIESPA website:  biespa.weebly.com

9/17 – At no cost to BIESPA, the Co-Presidents traveled to the WEA headquarters in Federal Way to attend an all-day, statewide ESP (Classified Employee) Presidents meeting.

9/20 --  The Co-Presidents met for 2 hours with Cami Dombkowski and Peter Bang-Knudsen for the monthly BISD-BIESPA meeting to discuss our issues.   They de-briefed for an hour afterward.

9/23 --  Mike met with Dana Walline, BISD billing coordinator, to resolve outstanding Release Time bills.  BIESPA Release Time bills for the past 2 ½ years were resolved.

9/24 – The BIESPA Execs met for 3 hours to plan for the upcoming General Membership meeting, review the budget and discuss other issues.


BIESPA News Briefs





We hope you’ll be able to join us at our upcoming Fall General Membership meeting on Tuesday, October 4 at the Fil-Am Hall on High School Road.  Our agenda will include:


A presentation by NEA Benefits Specialist Teresa Muench.  Teresa’s goal is that each NEA members (that’s us) will be able to benefit from a whole range of discounts and special offers at least equal to the union dues we pay each year.


Example:  She will show you how to print off gift certificates worth $25 to local restaurants that only cost $2 - $8 each!


Updates on the financial outlook for our union and our school district as the “Great Recession” lingers on.


Q & A about a new dues proposal


Door prizes!


Due to our very limited budget, we won’t be providing a full dinner but some generous souls have already promised to bring some snacks.  We welcome members who want to bring food to share


In response to member requests, we will start a little earlier than in the past.  Doors will open at 4:30.  The meeting will start at 5:00 and end by 6:30








Thanks to our members for their service and support in so many ways
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